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Pakistan's Military Riled by the Kerry-Lugar Bill
By Claude Rakisits | 09 Oct 2009
The Enhanced Partnership with Pakistan Act of 2009, generally known as the Kerry-Lugar bill, which
President Barack Obama is expected to sign off on soon, has deeply upset the top military leadership in
Pakistan, including Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ashfaq Kiyani. In a most atypical fashion, the top brass
publicly aired its anger after a meeting of the country's 12 corps commanders on Wednesday, issuing a
public statement denouncing the bill, and urging the Pakistani government to build a national response to
it in parliament.
Given the stringent conditions attached to the bill, Washington policymakers should perhaps not be
surprised by the Pakistani military's strong reaction. But could this have been avoided? ...
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